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PAM KELLEY’S 2,300-SQUARE-FOOT 
PARK CITIES COTTAGE is a reflection 
of her 35-year career. The self-taught 
designer (she majored in art history in 
college) has traveled the world for buy-
ing trips and personal vacations, col-
lecting antiques and art along the way. 
Although this home is a bit of a down-
size from her previous 6,000-square-
foot space, she still made room for 
all her favorite items. “I love doing 
the great American home,” the Dal-
las native says. “My personal style has 
evolved but never really changed.” 
She relies on a classic style with a mix 
of antiques but never pieces that are 
trendy. And, no matter how elevated 
the interiors may be, she always keeps 
a home that is comfortable. “It’s never 
a museum. Anyone can come in and 
put their feet up and enjoy a Sunday 
supper,” she says.   

PERSONAL 
SPACES 1

3

2

4   

5

6

8

Feature_DesignersatHome_SeptOct18.indd   122 8/9/18   2:16 PM



123
D M AG A Z I N E . C O M

: CACTUS ($119) 
AND CONTAINER 

($225); RIGHT: 
CACTUS ($725); 

CONTAINER 
($329) ALL 

AVAILABLE AT

KID-FRIENDLY 
(FAUX) CACTI! 

THE 
TRADITIONALIST

by R YA N  C O N N E R

[  PAM KELLEY  ]

1 This is Kelley’s favorite spot 
in the house to relax and read 
a book. “I usually settle in there 
in the afternoons, especially in 
the summer when it’s still light 
outside. I settle in with a glass 
of wine, and the way the sun 
comes streaming through that 
room—it’s my quiet reading 
place,” she says. 

2 Kelley loves to collect, from 
religious symbols and blue 
chinoiserie to chests of 
drawers. On this 18th-century 
burl wood chest from Belgium 
sits a pair of Virgin Mary 
figurines. “I’m Catholic. I 
always laugh and say we have 
great paraphernalia,” she says. 
Most of her antiques and 
furniture she’s had for 30 
years—pieces she’s picked up 
through family travels and 
work trips to England, 
Scotland, France, and 
Belgium. 

3 The paper-mache and 
tortoise coffee table is from a 
Paris flea market buying trip. “I 
always pick up something 
here and there,” she says. 

4 Blue is one of Kelley’s 
favorite colors. “You could 
paint me blue and I’d be 
happy,” she says. 

5 What you give is what you 
get—and that happened in the 
most literal sense for Kelley. 
The side table was a piece 
Kelley found for a client 25 
years ago. “I’m remodeling 
their home and redoing one of 
the rooms, and they wanted 
me to have it,” she says. 

6 Kelley enjoys cooking for 
her family and friends so she 
designed the kitchen with 
extra care for detail. The tiles 
on the backsplash, for 
instance, are from a factory in 
England that makes “real” 
subway tile. “I was able to 
make friends with people who 
work in the factory where they 
are still manufactured,” she 
says. “They allowed me to buy 
just enough tile for the 
kitchen.”

7 Even though Kelley 
downsized, every china plate 
was spared—from Williams 
Sonoma patterns and blue 
and white pottery to fine 
china. “I still have everything, 
including my first collection of 
Italian plates,” she says. 
Shockingly, her collection 
does not include a melamine 
collection. Instead, she 
entertains outside with her 
real china. “I dare to take the 
real deal outside.” 

8 Kelley’s centerpiece of the 
kitchen is her Bertazzoni 
range. “I jokingly laugh and 
say that it’s my hot Italian 
boyfriend,” she says. She 
purchased the piece more 
than six years ago, and now it’s 
a coveted appliance among 
home chefs. 

9 “The dining room table is 
one of the first pieces I ever 
purchased,” she says. Kelley 
bought the piece in 1979 from 
the Baker showroom and still 
loves it. The chandelier is also 
a piece Kelley has had for 
years. The Austrian antique 
was housed in her former 
entry room, but the scale 
works nicely in the dining 
room.  

10 Kelley lived in her previous 
home for 31 years. “Stuff didn’t 
move around a lot,” she says. 
She enjoyed the process of 
downsizing, making sure each 
piece had a purpose and a 
place. “My display is not just 
display,” she says. “All of those 
great chest of drawers house 
placemats and napkins and 
candles and trays. Everything 
is used.” 

11 An Old English secretary 
desk serves as a display for her 
Staffordshire collection. 

12 The avid gardener sits at 
one of her most prized finds. 
The faux bois table is by a 
Mexico City-based artist 
Carlos Cortes. “He’s quite 
famous,” she says. “His family 
has done concrete faux bois 
for generations.” Kelley found 
the table for $200 at an 
antique shop on Levy Street. “I 
bought three pieces that day,” 
she says. “When I saw it, my 
heart just jumped.” 
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